Ordering Death and Legal
Change of Name Documents

Government
of Alberta•

Vital Statistics

What kinds of documents are available to order?
Alberta Vital Statistics maintains a registration record of births, marriages, deaths, legal changes of name and stillbirths (events) that occur in Alberta.
NOTE: To order documents for events that occurred outside Alberta, contact the province/ territory/ country where the event took place.

CERTIFICATE
Certificates contain the following information:
DEATH
Name of deceased, age at the time of death, date and place of death, usual residence of the deceased (province/country only), sex, marital
status, registration number, registration date, date of issue.
LEGAL CHANGE OF NAME
Old name(s), new name(s), registration number, certificate number, registration date, date of iss1 '"

PHOTOCOPY OF REGISTRATION
A photocopy of the original Registration of Death.
A photocopy of the original Medical Certificate of Death is available.
NOTE: Photocopies are rarely needed. They are not recommended for use as identification.

SEARCH LETIER
A Death search letter does not provide actual detailed information. The Vital Statistics office will notify the client whether or not the event is
registered, nothing more.
A Legal Change of Name search letter includes the new and previous names as well as the date of registration.

What is acceptable proof of identity and why is it needed?
When ordering Vital Statistics certificates I documents, the applicant must present an acceptable proof of identity document. This document must be
issued by a provincial or federal government. It must contain a recognizable photograph, full name, and a distinctive identification number. If the
document has an expiry date, the document must currently be valid. If the document has no expiry date, then it must have been issued within the last 5
years. If the document is in a language other then English, then the applicant must provide a notarized English translation and an affidavit from the
translator stating that the translation is accurate.

How do I submit an application?
Alberta residents applying for an Alberta Vital Statistics document must apply in person at a registry agent office - an authorized representative of the
Alberta Government. For registry agent information, please contact:
Edmonton
Alberta rite-line (toll free Alberta only)
SUPERPAGES"'
Website

780-427-7013
310-0000 then dial 427-7013
under Licensing and Registry Services
www.servicealberta.gov.ab.ca

What if I don't have acceptable proof of identity or am unable to apply in person at a registry agent office?
Consent may be provided to another person to act as the applicant's designated agent. The designated agent must have known the applicant for at
least 1 year, must complete the statutory declaration on page 3, and must present acceptable proof of identity. Not all applicants may provide their
consent to a designated agent - see eligibility restrictions on the next page.
NOTE: You will still be the applicant. You will need to sign the application form and enter your personal information and relationship to the person listed
on the certificate.

How much do certificates/documents cost?
For certificates or photocopies, the government fee is $20.00 per certificate/ document, plus a registry agent fee. For Legal Change of Name search
letters, the fee is $20.00, plus a registry agent fee. For Death search letters, the fee is $20.00 for each three-year period searched or portion thereof,
plus a registry agent fee.

How long does it take to process an application?
Under normal circumstances when the application has been completed correctly and there are no further requirements, certificates/ documents are
usually mailed within 3 business days.

How will the certificate/ document be delivered to me?
Certificates/ documents are mailed to the applicant, unless other arrangements have been made with a registry agent office.
DVS3523 (2012/05)

